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Update — Past Players

Aaron Cornelius

Was relegated back to Brisbane Lions reservesSktsirday which would
have been disappointing for him particularly whieey were playing in
Launceston — a chance for him to play a home garassie. To his credit he
went back and didn’t drop his bundle and kickegb@ls which surely must
see him back in the thoughts of the senior saledtw this week’s game.

Peter Ryan

Apologies to the big ‘Spear’ who is now coachingstén Grange after the
departure mid-season of their coach. Peter isygrgdhe challenge of head
coach.
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Steve’s thoughts...

Having read Saturdays (17 July 2010) article about the “Most hated man in football” | was
amazed to read his quoted comment “What | love about our game is that it is a really
democratic game. We actually welcome people’s opinions” | must have been living on
“Mars” for the last two years!

It is interesting to note that an antonym to democratic in the English Thesaurus is
“dictatorship” | will let you be the judge from the following about whether we have a
democratic system in football or a dictatorship.

*  The Tasmanian Devils had paying members who had no say in how their club was
managed. Possibly one of the only clubs in Australian football in that situation. The
members did not elect their President or Board of management.

Democratic or Dictatorship?

e  The Tasmanian State League (TSL) Clubs have no vote on who is on the Board of AFL TAS,
despite expressing a desire to, whereas other Leagues do. TSL is managed by AFL TAS
but have no way of voting to include or remove a member of the Board.

Democratic or Dictatorship?

e TSL Clubs are compelled to pay for a table of 10 at Grand Final luncheon at a cost of
$120 each ($1,200 cost to club) regardless of whether their club is participating in the
Final or not.

Democratic or Dictatorship?

e  Finals venues changed (2009) despite four of five clubs participating disagreeing.
Democratic or Dictatorship?

e Reserves teams abolished despite strong representation from majority of clubs and
strong public opinion denouncing such action.
Democratic or Dictatorship?

e Aplayeris subject to appeal for striking incident but it doesn’t go to the tribunal rather
the management team make a decision to take no action. It is then alleged by the father
of the victim (Newitt) that the GM of AFL TAS suggested the player would have gotten 2
weeks had it gone to the tribunal but his team exonerated the player?
Democratic or Dictatorship?
e A Glenorchy player is assaulted after the siren in a Final and a complaint lodged with AFL
TAS but the club told to investigate it ourselves.
Democratic or Dictatorship?

Finally a comment made to the club recently - | am not exactly sure what the GDFC’s
expectations are of AFL TAS apart from wishing us to change our current stance on
reserves, which obviously won’t happen. Our Board has made its decision and we have
clearly articulated the reasons why, both in writing and verbally. We accept and respect
that the GDFC has totally different views!

These are just some of the “democratic” parts of the game that we at Glenorchy have
noted or experienced you be the judge of the democratic comment?




